300                   THE  REAL  BERNARD   SHAW
Facing-Both-Ways, is a nation that needs remaking/ No
doubt a nation with no religion is better off than a nation
saddled with one in which it can no longer believe. But
is the remedy quite so simple as Shaw makes out? From
the way he writes he might think re-articling a religion as
easy as altering the rules of cricket (and enforcing them), and
remaking a nation only less easy than remaking a bed.
The third thing, in Shaw's own words, is that ' the
deliberate infliction of malicious injuries which now goes
on under the name of punishment be abandoned/ He
cannot of course agree that such a description of our legal
system is in any way exaggerated, that no punishment" con-
sists of malicious injuries, and that therefore there is nothing
to be abandoned. Instead he insists, with considerable
verbal violence, that punishment and sadism are linked
together as closely as Siamese twins, and that if we could
only realize how far our criminal law was at once a cloak
and an instrument for our lust for cruelty, we would instantly
reform its horrified at the brutality of our own sadistic
instincts. As it is, 'we have simply added the misery of
punishment to the misery of crime, and the cruelty of the
judge to the cruelty of the criminal. We have taken the
bad man, and made him worse by torture and degradation,
incidentally making ourselves worse in the process.* And,
to use one of Shaw's most frequent phrases in discussing
this subject, two blacks cannot make a white. Quite
simply, all punishment is cruel, because fundamentally it
cannot be separated from the desire, conscious or other-
wise, to obtain pleasure from the infliction of pain. Shaw's
horror of punishment is thus similar to his horror of vivi-
section ; the occasion for horror not being the pain inflicted
but the pleasure experienced by prison warder or vivisector,
and the moral support given him by public opinion. It is
to put us on our guard against such dark pleasures that
Shaw advises parents who strike their children to be sure
to do so in anger; for anger, though a fault, is admitted
as such, and does not seek to disguise itself as law, or
justice, or righteousness, or expiation.
*WhatP cries someone at this point. 'Are all our
criminals to be let loose and allowed to do as they like?